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matrix socolor shades color chart is an essential resource for professional hair stylists, colorists, and
hair enthusiasts alike. This comprehensive color chart offers a detailed overview of the diverse
shades available within the Matrix SoColor line, helping users select the perfect hue for any desired
look. Whether you're aiming for subtle highlights, vibrant fashion colors, or natural tones,
understanding the nuances of the SoColor shades is vital to achieving flawless results. In this article,
we will explore everything you need to know about the Matrix SoColor shades color chart, including
its structure, the different categories of shades, how to interpret the chart, and practical tips for using
it effectively.

Understanding the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart
What Is the Matrix SoColor Line?
Matrix SoColor is a professional permanent hair color line renowned for its rich pigmentation,
reliable coverage, and versatile shades. It is formulated with innovative ingredients that enhance
hair health while delivering vibrant, long-lasting color. The line caters to a broad spectrum of color
needs, from natural-looking tones to bold, expressive hues.
Purpose of the Color Chart
The Matrix SoColor shades color chart serves as a visual guide to the various shades offered by the
line. It helps professionals and consumers identify the specific shade families, undertones, and
depth levels, simplifying the decision-making process. The chart also provides information on the
formulations needed for mixing, as well as recommendations for achieving particular effects.
Structure of the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart
Shade Categories
The color chart is organized into distinct categories based on tone and purpose:

- Natural Shades: Subtle, classic hues that mimic natural hair colors.

- Fashion Shades: Bright, unconventional hues like blues, purples, and greens.
- Vibrant Shades: Intense, lively colors designed for bold statements.



matrix socolor shades color chart Latest Edition Vol. 2025, Issue 2

- Special Effects: Shades with unique finishes or effects, such as iridescent or metallic tones.
Depth Levels

Within each category, shades are further organized by depth levels, typically represented
numerically:

- Level 1: Black

- Level 2: Dark Brown

- Level 3: Medium Brown

- Level 4: Light Brown

- Level 5: Dark Blonde

- Level 6: Blonde

- Level 7: Light Blonde

- Level 8: Very Light Blonde
- Level 9: Pale Blonde

- Level 10: Ultra Pale Blonde

This numerical system helps users gauge the darkness or lightness of a shade at a glance.
Undertones
Undertones play a crucial role in shade selection. The chart indicates undertone categories such as:
- Warm (W): Golden, copper, or red undertones.
- Neutral (N): Balanced undertones without dominant warmth or coolness.

- Cool (C): Ash, violet, or blue undertones.

Some shades may also specify additional undertones like violet or gold, providing a more precise
guide.

Interpreting the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart
Reading the Shade Codes

Each shade on the chart is associated with a code that indicates its level and tone. For example:

- 6N: Level 6 (Dark Blonde), Neutral undertone.
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- 7TW: Level 7 (Light Blonde), Warm undertone.
- 8C: Level 8 (Very Light Blonde), Cool undertone.

Understanding these codes allows for accurate replication or customization of shades.
Choosing the Right Shade
When selecting a shade, consider the following factors:

- Current hair color: Match the depth level or choose a shade lighter or darker.

- Desired result: Decide if you want a natural, warm, cool, or fashion-forward hue.

- Undertone compatibility: Ensure the undertone complements your skin tone.
Combining Shades
The chart also facilitates mixing shades for custom results. For example:

- Blending a Level 7W with a Level 7C can create a balanced, neutral blonde.

- Combining a fashion shade with a natural tone can tone down vibrancy or add depth.
Practical Tips for Using the Color Chart
Step 1: Assess Your Starting Point

Before choosing a shade, evaluate your current hair color, condition, and history of previous
chemical treatments.

Step 2: Define Your Desired Outcome
Identify whether you're aiming for a subtle change, a dramatic transformation, or a fun fashion color.
Step 3: Use the Chart for Guidance

Refer to the color chart to select shades that match your target level and undertone. Take note of
the shade code for precise communication with your stylist or when purchasing products.

Step 4: Consider Formulation and Developer

The Matrix SoColor line often requires specific developers for different shades:
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- Standard developer (10 or 20 volume): For most natural shades.
- 20 or 30 volume: When lifting is needed.
- 40 volume: For maximum lift or vibrant fashion shades.

Always follow manufacturer instructions for optimal results.

Step 5: Test and Adjust

Perform strand tests to see how the shade develops on your hair. Adjust the formulation or shade
choice if necessary.

Popular Shade Families in the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart
Natural Shades
Natural shades provide a classic, understated look suitable for everyday wear. They include:
- Black (Level 1)
- Dark Brown (Level 2)
- Medium Brown (Level 3)
- Light Brown (Level 4)
- Dark Blonde (Level 5)
These shades often have warm, neutral, or cool undertones, allowing for subtle variations.
Fashion and Vivid Shades
Fashion shades enable expressive, trendsetting styles. Examples include:
- Vibrant Blue
- Bright Purple
- Emerald Green
- Pink and Red Tones
These shades are often used as accents or for full-head color when creating bold looks.

Vivid and Metallic Shades

Vivid shades are designed for high-impact, long-lasting color. Metallic or iridescent shades give a
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reflective, shimmering effect, adding dimension and depth.
Maintaining and Caring for Colored Hair
Color Preservation Tips

To prolong the vibrancy of Matrix SoColor shades:

- Use sulfate-free shampoos formulated for colored hair.
- Wash hair in cool or lukewarm water.

- Limit exposure to heat styling tools.

- Schedule regular touch-ups as needed.

Color Refreshing

Use color-depositing conditioners or glosses compatible with your shade to refresh and maintain
your color between salon visits.

Conclusion

The matrix socolor shades color chart is an invaluable tool for anyone involved in hair coloring,
offering clarity and guidance across a broad spectrum of shades and undertones. By understanding
how to interpret the chart?considering shade categories, depth levels, and undertones?you can
make informed decisions that lead to stunning, personalized results. Whether you're aiming for a
natural transformation, a vibrant fashion statement, or a subtle enhancement, mastering the use of
this color chart will elevate your coloring skills and ensure your hair always looks its best.
Remember to consult with professionals when in doubt, perform patch tests, and follow proper
formulation techniques to achieve the most beautiful, lasting hair color.

Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart: An In-Depth Exploration of Color Options and Quality

In the world of professional hair coloring, the importance of a reliable, versatile, and comprehensive
color chart cannot be overstated. Among the myriad of options available, the Matrix Socolor Shades
Color Chart stands out as a vital resource for stylists, colorists, and hair enthusiasts alike. This
detailed review aims to explore the intricacies of the Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart, its
structure, range of shades, application versatility, and overall quality, providing an in-depth
understanding for those considering its use or seeking to expand their color palette.

Understanding the Matrix Socolor Line: An Overview
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The Matrix Socolor range is a professional hair coloring line renowned for its vibrant, long-lasting,
and conditioning formulas. Developed by L'Oréal Professionnel, Socolor is designed to deliver
exceptional results with a focus on safety, vibrancy, and versatility. The Color Chart associated with
Socolor serves as a visual guide for selecting shades, understanding undertones, and planning
complex color formulations.

The Philosophy Behind Socolor

At its core, Socolor emphasizes:

- Vibrancy and Intensity: Offering bold, vivid shades that withstand fading.

- Conditioning Formula: Enriched with conditioning agents to promote hair health.
- Range of Shades: Covering natural, pastel, fashion, and special effects colors.
- Ease of Use: Suitable for both salon professionals and skilled amateurs.

The Structure of the Socolor Shades Color Chart

The Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart is meticulously organized to facilitate easy navigation
through the extensive palette. It categorizes shades based on their tone, depth, and intensity,
enabling users to select appropriate hues for various coloring techniques.

Main Categories in the Color Chart
- Natural Shades: Ranging from ash blondes to deep browns.
- Vivid and Fashion Shades: Bright pinks, purples, blues, and greens.
- Pastel Shades: Soft, muted colors achieved through mixing.
- Special Effects: Metallics, iridescents, and unique finishes.
Within these categories, shades are often labeled with a combination of numbers and letters,

indicating their tone and depth:

- Numbering System: Typically, the first digit indicates the level (1 being darkest, 10 being
lightest).
- Letter Codes: Denote undertones or specific effects (e.g., A for Ash, P for Pastel, V for Vivid).

Color Swatch Presentation

The chart provides:
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- Physical Swatches: Actual hair sample colors for visual comparison.
- Digital Representation: High-quality images to aid in online selection.
- Tone Descriptions: Brief notes on undertone, vibrancy, and recommended use.

Deep Dive into Shade Ranges and Undertones
A critical aspect of understanding the Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart lies in analyzing the
specific shades and their undertones. This understanding helps salons craft precise and
personalized color results.
Natural Shades
The natural spectrum covers shades from light blondes to dark browns, including:
- Blonde Variants: 8.1 (Light Blonde Ash), 9.0 (Very Light Blonde Natural)
- Brown Variants: 5.1 (Light Brown Ash), 4.0 (Dark Brown Natural)
- Deep Shades: 1.0 (Black Natural), 2.0 (Dark Brown Natural)
Undertones in natural shades typically include:
- Ash (A): Cool tones, suppress warmth.
- Golden (G): Warm, sunny hues.
- Natural (N): Balanced, neutral shades.
Vivid and Fashion Shades
These shades are designed for bold, statement looks:
- Pink Shades: 6V (Vivid Pink), 7V (Bright Pink)
- Purple Shades: 6V (Vivid Violet), 7V (Vivid Purple)
- Blue Shades: 6V (Vivid Blue), 7V (Royal Blue)
- Green Shades: 6V (Vivid Green), 7V (Emerald Green)
Vivid shades often feature higher saturation levels and are used for creative, fashion-forward styles.

Pastel Shades

Achieved through mixing or diluting vibrant shades, pastels include:
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- Pink Pastels: 6P (Pastel Pink)

- Lavender Pastels: 7P (Pastel Lavender)

- Mint Pastels: 6P (Pastel Mint)
These shades provide softer, subtler finishes ideal for delicate or nuanced looks.
Special Effects and Unique Finishes
The chart also includes:

- Metallics: Silver, gold, and iridescent finishes.

- Iridescents: Shifting hues that change with light.

- Custom Blends: Instructions for mixing shades to create bespoke effects.

Application Versatility and Formulation Tips

The Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart isn't merely a static reference; it serves as a practical guide
for various hair coloring techniques.

Covering Gray Hair

Many shades within the line provide excellent gray coverage, especially:
- Deep Natural Browns (4.0, 5.0)
- Black Natural (1.0)

For optimal results, a 1:1 mixing ratio with the developer is recommended, with some shades
requiring pre-softening for resistant grays.

Creating Custom Shades
The chart encourages mixing shades to achieve:

- Unique Tones: Combining, for example, a violet with a pastel pink to craft a custom pastel
purple.

- Dimensional Color: Using multiple shades in balayage or foiling techniques.
- Fading Effects: Selecting shades that fade gracefully over time.
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Lightening and Tonal Adjustments

While Socolor is primarily a deposit-only dye, it can be combined with lightening products or used
over pre-lightened hair for vibrant results.

Quality and Longevity of Socolor Shades

One of the key factors influencing the utility of the Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart is the quality
of the dyes themselves.

Color Durability

- Vivid Shades: Known for their high pigment concentration, they tend to last longer with proper
aftercare.

- Natural Shades: Offer balanced fade resistance suitable for everyday wear.

Hair Condition and Care

The conditioning properties of Socolor help maintain hair health, which in turn preserves color
vibrancy.

Fading and Maintenance
- Color Fade: Vivid shades may fade faster without UV and heat protection.
- Color Refreshing: Touch-ups are straightforward due to the palette's extensive options.

Advantages and Limitations of the Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart
Advantages

- Comprehensive Coverage: Wide range of shades, from natural to extreme fashion colors.

- Color Precision: Clear undertone indicators facilitate accurate formulation.

- Inspiration for Creativity: Mixable shades promote innovation.

- High-Quality Swatches: Accurate visual aids for clients and stylists.

Limitations
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- Complexity for Beginners: The extensive palette may be overwhelming for novices.
- Color Fading: Vivid shades require diligent maintenance.
- Availability: Not all shades may be available in every region.

Conclusion: Is the Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart a Worthwhile
Investment?

The Matrix Socolor Shades Color Chart is a vital tool for any professional or serious amateur
seeking a versatile, vibrant, and reliable hair coloring palette. Its detailed categorization, extensive
range of shades, and emphasis on quality make it a standout choice in the competitive market of
hair dyes. While the richness of options may require some learning curve, the payoff is a palette that
empowers creative expression, consistent results, and high customer satisfaction.

For salons aiming to expand their color offerings, or individuals passionate about experimenting with
bold hues, investing in the Socolor line and familiarizing oneself with its Color Chart can significantly
enhance the quality and diversity of services provided. Ultimately, the Matrix Socolor Shades Color
Chart is more than just a guide; it's a roadmap to endless possibilities in hair artistry.

QuestionAnswer What is the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart? The Matrix SoColor Shades
Color Chart is a comprehensive guide that showcases the available shades and tones for Matrix
SoColor hair color products, helping users select the perfect hue for their desired look. How many
shades are included in the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart? The chart typically features over 80
shades, including natural, vibrant, pastel, and pastel shades, offering a wide variety of options for all
hair coloring needs. What is the best way to use the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart? To use the
chart effectively, identify your desired hair color, compare it with the shades on the chart, and
consult with a professional stylist if needed to select the most suitable shade and formulation. Are
the shades in the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart permanent or semi-permanent? The shades
represented in the chart are primarily permanent hair colors, designed to provide long-lasting results
with proper application and maintenance. Can the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart help in
achieving pastel or vibrant hair colors? Yes, the chart includes a range of pastel and vibrant shades,
allowing users to choose bold and trendy colors for creative hair styling. Is the Matrix SoColor
Shades Color Chart suitable for professional use only? While it is designed for professional salons,
the chart can also be useful for individuals who want to choose their hair color shades accurately,
but professional application is recommended for best results. Where can | find the latest version of
the Matrix SoColor Shades Color Chart? The latest chart can be found on the official Matrix website,
through authorized salon distributors, or at professional beauty supply stores. Does the Matrix
SoColor Shades Color Chart include information about color formulas and mixing? Yes, the chart
often provides guidance on mixing formulas, including developer levels and shade combinations, to
achieve specific colors and effects.
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